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occasion that any launch of the numerous foreign
men-of-war in the harbor which had gathered to ob-
serve the operations had approached one of our ves-
sels after dark; for, naturally, it was known that any
squadron in time of war will take no risks in allow-
ing small craft to approach it at night. When the
German launch was picked up by the search-lights of
our vessels she continued to advance. Her true nat-
ure was not readily determined at once, and, as I had
observed her myself from the quarter-deck, I ordered
a six-pounder shot fired over her, while the marine
watch on duty opened a small-arm fire. She stopped,
and then we identified a small German flag being
waved by her coxswain.

A picket was sent to inspect her and to bring her
officer to the flag-ship. He appeared rather flurried
by his narrow escape. Apparently he was impressed
when I informed him of the great danger that any
small craft ran in approaching a squadron after dark
in time of war. I expressed the hope that hereafter
German boats would be sent only during the day,
as otherwise a distressing accident might unavoidably
occur.

Being thus constantly upon the alert by night,
while by day, in spite of the tropical heat, the crews
were continually exercised at sub-calibre practice
and ship drills, and still further taxed by the neces-
sity of sending working parties on shore to the Ca-
vite arsenal machine-shops, the intervening monthsw navy the percentage of the enemy with heavy loss
